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The Look Ahead 


State-Wide Library Planning 


by LOWELL MARTIN 
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR OF THE GROLIER SOCIETY 


Bie ME SET FORTH my theme at the 
outset. If librarians are to meet the 
needs of our time, it will be increasingly 
necessary for them to join hands and 
work together; few if any libraries 
standing alone can serve the full needs 
of their readers. The key to effective 
joint action by libraries in the period 
ahead is state-wide planning. 

Please note that I said state-wide 
planning, not state level planning or 
state library planning. The distinction 
is important. Governmental agencies 
at the state level obviously have a role 
to play in library development. But 
they are not the whole of state-wide 
planning, nor the heart of the matter, 
nor the beginning and end. If state- 
wide planning comes to mean state 
library planning alone, we will get fifty 
sets of blueprints over the nation, 
which will shortly find their proper 
place in the archives, and that will be 
the end of that. 

The driving force in American li- 
braries for a hundred years has been 
local library officials trying to improve 
their agency. This will continue to be 
the driving force in the future. State 
agencies cannot substitute for this force, 
but at best can only aid it or channel it. 

It is worth reminding ourselves first 
of the mounting demands on libraries. 
Arnold Toynbee says that progress oc- 
curs only in response to a challenge. In 
the last quarter century, the library 
movement was confronted with three 
basic challenges in a row, first the de- 


pression of the thirties, then a hot war, 
then a cold war. I am not sure how well 
we met the challenges, but I know that 
we did not commit the fatal error of 
disregarding them. 

Certainly I do not take the view that 
I alone have noted this increasing re- 
sponsibility of libraries, while other li- 
brarians have been blind to it. The 
profession as a whole, it seems to me, 
has shown both a realistic and con- 
structive outlook. One impressive piece 
of evidence is the new national stand- 
ards recently prepared for the three 
large groups of libraries—public, col- 
lege and school. The public librarians 
issued a new statement in 1956 and 
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already have revised the cost figures. 
The college standards came out in mid- 
1959. The newest document, on school 
libraries, is just three weeks old, and 
strikes me as one of the most significant 
of the series. It is not too much to say 
that the library profession, recognizing 
its responsibilities, has set new goals 
for itself. Now the question is how they 
can be achieved. 

Why have libraries not realized their 
full potentiality in this period when the 
knowledge they contain has been ap- 
plied to make a new world? Various 
factors no doubt enter the picture. 
Foremost has been the fact that while 
books and readers and social demands 
for knowledge have all increased 
sharply, we have tried to meet the new 
needs with the old library structure. 
For the most part each library has 
stood alone, the public agency in its 
own community, the school library 
within its own building, the college li- 
brary on its own campus. We had 
trouble enough serving a pre-atomic 
age, a pre-space age, a pre-Khruschev 
age with the old model; small wonder 
that it does not suffice for today. 


JOINT EFFORTS NOT NEW 


Certainly the idea of joint action 
among libraries is not brand new. Bib- 
liographic measures go back at least 
fifty years, interlibrary loan almost as 
long, and the concept of larger units 
half as long. How far have we come? 

At the national level, we have an 
active professional association, a li- 
brary of national scope, and a recently 
revived library governmental agency in 
the U.S. Office of Education. Looked 
at from one standpoint, the ALA is a 
monument of solidarity, that has made 
its voice heard on matters as diverse as 
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freedom to read and standards of serv- 
ice. But the other view must be recog- 
nized, the fact that we have no less 
than fifteen separate national groups of 
librarians, not a part of ALA. We may 
call the Library of Congress our Na- 
tional Library, but Congress has been 
unwilling to endorse the name or the 
necessary funds. 

The scholarly and larger academic 
libraries provide several examples of 
co-operation that have gone beyond 
hope to reality. A bibliographic struc- 
ture for specialized material exists in 
the country, although at times it seems 
to topple. The Farmington Plan has 
brought foreign materials into the 
country according to a joint plan. Co- 
operative storage has been started, al- 
though we are likely to hear some harsh 
judgments as it is appraised in the pe- 
riod immediately ahead. Most promis- 
ing, as I see it, are efforts at co-opera- 
tive acquisition, as for example among 
the several college libraries in the Con- 
necticut River Valley of Massachusetts. 
But if joint action among scholarly li- 
braries has made progress, it is doubt- 
ful whether it has caught up with the 
problem it was designed to solve. The 
flood of specialized print and near-print 
material continues, and joint action to 
date has done little more than protect 
a few islands of recorded knowledge. 
Co-operative measures will have to 
increase markedly, or the structure of 
research library service may well be 
altered by new and mechanical methods 
for storing and retrieving recorded 
knowledge. 

The school librarian, on duty in her 
library, stands isolated from her col- 
leagues. The library in the school is for 
the most part a one-person agency. 
Contact with other school librarians is 
(Continued on Page 21) 












A Re-consideration of the 
Legislative Program 


by DR. DOROTHY DODD, 
State Librarian 


N YOUR registration envelope there 
ao a green leaflet stating the main 
provisions of the state-aid bill which 
your Legislation Committee proposes 
for introduction in the 1961 Legisla- 
ture. Before discussing those provis- 
ions, I should like to give a brief sum- 
mary of previous efforts to secure en- 
actment of library legislation. 

The Florida Library Association 
was founded in 1920. Only five years 
later, in 1925, it achieved its first legis- 
lative goal — the establishment of a 
state library. Then, in 1931, the Asso- 
ciation was instrumental in securing 
passage of a county library law. Estab- 
lishment of a county library was made 
subject to an election called by the 
board of county commissioners. A re- 
luctant board, and most seemed reluc- 
tant at the time, could be forced to act 
only upon petition of 25 per cent of 
the registered voters of the county. 
Those of you who have experienced a 
local option election, which also re- 
quires a petition of 25 per cent of the 
voters, know how difficult it is to se- 
cure the necessary signatures. It is 
little wonder that no county library 
was ever organized under the law as 
originally enacted. 

Apparently it was believed that the 
inefficacy of the county library law 
was due to the provision that permitted 
the levy of up to 1 mill on all taxable 
property in a county. It was argued 
that the levy of a county library tax on 
property also taxed for municipal li- 
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brary purposes was double taxation. 
The county law was amended in 1941 
to stipulate that the county tax could 
be levied only upon property not al- 
ready taxed for library purposes, but 
still no county library was established 
under the amended act. 

In 1951, the Association proposed 
a thorough revision of the county law. 
The rather complicated bill authorized 
the establishment of county libraries by 
simple resolutions of the boards of 
county commissioners and provided 
detailed machinery for the formation 
of regional libraries, but the double 
taxation prohibition was retained. Al- 
though the bill carried no appropria- 
tion, it did not pass. 

In 1953, the legislative program was 
comprised in two bills. One of the bills 
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amended the county library law in two 
important respects. It eliminated the 
referendum requirement for establish- 
ment of a county library and it pro- 
vided that moneys for a county library 
could be appropriated from the county 
general fund in lieu of levying a spe- 
cific library tax. This bill became a 
law. At the time of its passage, the 
only county-wide library service in the 
state was provided in two counties un- 
der special acts. Sixteen counties are 
now operating under the general law, 
while four operate under special acts. 


COUNTY LAW UNCHANGED 

No subsequent proposal has been 
made to amend the county library law. 
Experience under the Library Services 
Act program has proved that there is 
ample legal authority for regional de- 
velopment without specific legislation 
toward that end. Experience has also 
shown, however, that the “double taxa- 
tion” prohibition is a serious drawback 
to library progress in counties with 
well-established municipal libraries. 
While your committee is not now 
prepared to propose legislation on the 
subject, it expects to explore the prob- 
lem in the hope that some acceptable 
solution can be devised. 

The second bill introduced in 1953 
appropriated state funds for aid to 
county libraries. It provided for estab- 
lishment grants to be matched dollar 
for dollar, and annual operating grants 
thereafter to be matched two to one. 
Any county participating was required 
to provide the maximum 1 mill appro- 
priation or $1.00 per capita, whichever 
was lower. This bill was steered 
through the Senate by Governor Col- 
lins, who was then a member of that 
body, but died in the House Appro- 
priations Committee. 
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The state-aid bill introduced in 1955, 
and again in 1957, discarded the 
matching feature and proposed the 
same establishment and operating 
grants for all counties, regardless of 
size or library income. It also added 
an incentive for the formation of re 
gional systems by the provision of 
larger operating grants for counties in 
such systems. The requirement of 1 
mill or $1.00 per capita was retained, 
The Senate passed a seriously mutila- 
ted bill in 1955. Both Houses rejected 
the bill in 1957. 


The bills introduced in 1953, 1955, 
and 1957 were frankly designed to 


favor the small rural counties, although — 


each made provisions for grants to 
counties contracting for service from a 
municipal library. Each provided for 
establishment grants and operating 
grants, with definite ceilings on all 
grants, and the last two offered induce- 
ments for the formation of regions. 
Each was also pegged to the maximum — 
allowable county millage or to an ap- 
propriation of $1.00 per capita. Un- 
derlying the bills was the theory that 
countywide service is essential, that 
regional systems are desirable, and that 
the poorer counties should receive a 
proportionately greater share of state 
funds than their richer neighbors. 


The bill introduced at the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature, in 1959, is 
based on the same theory, but provides 
a more flexible and, at the same time, 
a more precise means of achieving the 
desired ends. Its provisions include 
operating grants made on a matching 
basis and equalization grants for coun- 
ties of low taxpaying ability. 

The county is still the minimum gov- 


ernmental unit. A library unit, under 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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NLW in Florida in 1960 


by OSCAR EVERHART 
State Executive Director 


Reports and clippings coming in to the 
State Executive Director for National Li- 
brary Week seem to show, at this time, that 
the Week was a more widely participated-in 
event than heretofore. Small, medium and 
large communities entered into the activities 
throughout the state, and the amount of 
communications media coverage was fine. 

I think I can see that the smaller library 
generally had better newspaper coverage 
than did the larger library, with some out- 
standing exceptions. It is obvious that the 
smaller community newspaper is willing and 
ready to publicize the local library. Libraries 
in small cities should take note of this fact 
and not wait for the one week in the year to 
ask for the newspaper’s co-operation in get- 
ting the story to the public. 

These newspaper stories ranged from edi- 
torials and letters to the editor to small 
notices of events scheduled at the various 
libraries. Many were accompanied by photo- 
graphs. Information concerning radio and 
TV coverage is slower to filter through, but 
there are indications that the week was 


made manifest by spot announcements, by 
regular local library hours and by news 
commentators. 

Activities throughout the state encom- 
passed panel discussions; open houses, new 
book displays; drives for old books; talks to 
clubs; author nights; special speakers; spe- 
cial dinners; awards; puppet shows; listing 
of new books; hobby displays; career fo- 
rums; fine-free days; gifts to the library; dis- 
plays in business windows; co-operation 
from downtown merchants; display of rare 
and unusual books; story telling; workshops 
for special groups; mayor proclamations, etc. 

Schools and special libraries, as well as 
college and university libraries, entered into 
NLW this year along with public libraries. 

It is recommended that next year the state 
committee be activated much earlier and 
that one meeting, at least, of the committee 
be arranged. It is also recommended that 
assistant Executive Directors be appointed, 
one each for school libraries, college and 
university libraries, and special libraries. 

(Continued on Page 27) 





Suwannee River Receives Fisher Award 


One of the nine libraries in the nation to 
receive $1000 for the purchase of books 
through the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Library 
Award was the Suwannee River Regional 
Library. The presentation was made Sunday, 
April 3, at Live Oak, and also marked the 
beginning of NLW activities. 

Miss Virginia H. Matthews, Assistant Di- 
rector, National Library Week, and Dr. 
Frank Slaughter, Jacksonville author, were 
the speakers, introduced by Senator Horry 
H. Hair. Mrs. Winston J. Rogers, chairman 
of the Regional Library Board, accepted the 
award. County Commissioners of the seven 
counties in the region, members of the Re- 
gional Library Board, and members of the 
library staff were all introduced. Henry J. 
Blasick, Regional Librarian,’ explained the 
use to be made of the money. 


The Editorial Board of the Book-of-the- 
Month Club made the first award of $5090 
in 1959 as a memorial to Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher. This award went to the community 
library in the late author’s home town in 
Vermont. The 1960 award was to be made 
to a regional library meeting certain condi- 
tions as to population served, hours of serv- 
ice and adequate building facilities, or to a 
public library serving a population of fewer 
than 25,000. Sixty-two libraries meeting the 
qualifications applied for the award, and the 
donors were so impressed with the sincerity 
of purpose, the dedicated support of the cit- 
izens, and the desperate financial need of ten 
of these, that the award was increased to 
include all of them. The $5,000 award went 
to the Preble County District Library, Eaton, 
Ohio, and $1000 to each of the other nine. 
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Ninety-six people attended the Pre-con- 
vention Workshop, sponsored by the Public 
Libraries Section, and conducted by Miss 
Evelyn Levy, Assistant Coordinator of 
Adult Services of the Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary of Baltimore, At the first session. Miss 
Levy discussed the library’s objective and 
book selection policies. She emphasized that 
a selected collection of books is the basis 
of a library, and that careful selection is 
even more vital to the small library than 
the large. 

Each library should have its objectives in 
written form, and they should be specific 
enough to be meaningful. There are several 
sources for assistance in formulating such 
statements: Public Library Standards, Ob- 
jectives of the Public Library by Miriam 
Putnam, and book selection policies from 
other libraries. The final decision in book 
selection is with the librarian. He must know 
why he buys before he knows what to buy, 
and a positive approach should be taken. 

The panel discussion which followed Miss 
Levy’s address further emphasized the need 
for a good book collection in order to give 
good library service. Eight discussion groups 
were then formed to consider various phases 
of book selection. 

The use of rental collections for fiction 
and popular reading, and the purchase of 
reinforced bindings for children’s books 
were pointed out as means of stretching the 
budget. Inaccuracy of content was the main 
reason for non-inclusion of material. In 
most cases small budgets automatically ex- 
clude materials which should not be pur- 
chased. In a rapidly changing subject, the 
purchase of periodicals is most important. 
Books in science, health and medicine 
should be limited to the needs of the com- 
munity, and the librarian should make use 
of every reliable aid in the selection to 
separate the psuedo-scientific and the fads 
and fancies. The law collection should be of 
a very general nature, and all faiths should 
be represented in the field of religion. In 
considering controversial books, it was 
agreed that a library should cater to all 
tastes. Within reasonable limits, if a book is 
worth buying, it is worth keeping on an open 
shelf. The librarian would be expected to 
use discretion in dealing with young people. 
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Book Selection Workshop 










At the evening meeting, Dr. Archie Me- 
Neal, Chairman of the ALA Committee on 
Intellectual Freedom, was the speaker. The 
final meeting was a summation of the re. 
ports from the discussion groups, and a fur- 
ther discussion of book selection policies as 
related to the size and type of library. 

A complete report of the Workshop will 
be sent, upon request to the Florida State 
Library, and copies are to be mailed to all 
persons attending. 


Dr. McNeal’s Speech 
On Controversial Books 
(Excerpts) 


We tend to defend the book rather than 
the principle of freedom to read and the 
right of the individual to have access to 
knowledge. There are many books which 
would have seldom attracted an audience 
had they not been restricted—advertised 
unintentionally by well intended censors. As 
a nation, we are inclined often to do as 
Pandora, lift the lid just to see what is 
forbidden. The sales of Brave New World 
and 1984 in Miami the past two weeks 
illustrate my point. Both were available in 
paperbacks, and most book stores and news- 
stands had exhausted their supplies in short 
order. One vendor was having 1,000 copies 
of each flown in! I venture to say that by 
now the high school student who has not 
read at least a part of these books is in a 
distinct minority. 

What does it take to be a censor? Is it 
egotism, missionary zeal, sincere concern 
over real or imagined dangers? It could be 


(Continued on Page 20) 


Mrs. Virginia Grazier, Chairman, Public 
Library Section, and Miss Evelyn Levy, 
Workshop Leader. 




























































Annual 
Meeting 


Clearwater 
March 31- April 2, 1960 


The fortieth anniversary meeting, but 
thirty-seventh annual session of the Florida 
Library Association was held in Clearwater, 
March 31-April 2, with the Fort Harrison 
Hotel as headquarters. There were 375 
registrants. A pre-convention workshop on 
Book Selection, sponsored by the Public 
Library Section, had a registration of 93. 

The Executive Board met at 11:00 a.m., 
Thursday, and the opening session of the 
convention was held at 2:00 p.m. Dr. Frank 
Sessa, Director of Miami Public Library, 
presided. 

The invocation was given by the Reverend 
D. P. McGeachy, of the Peace Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. A welcome to the 
city was extended by the Mayor of Clear- 
water, Alex D. Finch. Elliott Hardaway, 
Librarian, University of South Florida, Vice- 
president of FLA, responded. 

Plans for “National Library Week in 
Florida” were outlined by Oscar Everhart, 
Librarian, Miami Beach Public Library, and 
State Executive Director of National Library 
Week. Dr. Dorothy Dodd, State Librarian, 
and Chairman of the FLA Legislative 
Committee, spoke on “A Re-consideration 
of the Legislative Program.” 

Elizabeth H. Peeler, University of Miami 
Library, presented the report of the Nomin- 
ating Committee: 


VICE-PRESIDENT and PRESIDENT- 
ELECT: Oscar Everhart, Miami Beach 
Public Library 

Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Dade County 
School Library Supervisor, Miami 


SECRETARY: Mrs. May H. Edmonds, 
Miami Public Library 
Mrs. Leatha Garrison, Volusia County 
School Library Supervisor, Daytona 
Beach 


TREASURER: Robert Hamilton, Martin 
County Library, Stuart 
Miss Margaret Strassler, Miami, for- 
merly Monroe County School Library 
Supervisor, Key West 


There were no nominations from the floor. 

At 4:30 p.m., Dr. Louis Shores, Dean, 
FSU Library School, introduced the forty 
exhibitors representing sixty-two firms at the 
opening of the exhibits on the mezzanine of 
the hotel. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Powell, Director of the 
Duke University Libraries, and President of 
ALA, addressed the evening session. He was 
introduced by Dr. A, L. McNeal, Director, 
University of Miami Libraries, and ALA 
Councillor. Dr. Powell's topic was “Nor 
Yet the Last.” Then the Friends of the 
Clearwater Library entertained the guests 
in the gardens of the Hotel. 

Mrs. Helga Eason, Miami Public Library, 
reviewed adult books at the Friday morning 
early-bird session. Dorothy Hansen, State 
Library, was unable to be present, and Ag- 
nes Gregory, FSU Library School, took her 
place in reviewing children’s books. 

Sectional meetings began early, and went 
on throughout the day, The Public Library 
Section and the School and Children’s Sec- 
tion each had two meetings. The Catalogers’ 
Roundtable and the Reference Roundtable 
had separate luncheon meetings but came 
together for a joint program meeting. The 
Trustees Section met at 9:30 a.m., and then 
joined the Public Library Section for its 
afternoon meeting. The College and Special 
Libraries Section had a “special” session, 
and the FSU Alumni Association held a 
luncheon meeting. 

Thomas Dreier, Chairman of the State 
Library Board, and Chairman of the St. 
Petersburg Friends of the Libraries, served 
as toastmaster at the banquet, where the 
tables were orchid-bedecked. Stanley L. 
West, Director of Libraries, University of 
Florida, introduced the speaker of the eve- 
ning, Dr. Lowell A. Martin, Editorial Di- 
rector, The Grolier Society, New York, who 
spoke on “State-wide Library Planning: The 
Road Ahead.” 
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The business session, the fourth general 
session, began at 9:10 a.m., Saturday, with 
the election of officers, and concluded just 
an hour later. The minutes of this meeting 
are in the following pages. The new Execu- 
tive Board convened almost immediately, 

Secretaries of the Sections have summar- 
ized the speeches made in their meetings, 
and they are being published along with the 
Minutes of the sections. 


Minutes of Exeeutive Board 


The Executive Board met at 11 a.m., 
March 31, 1960, at the Fort Harrison Hotel, 
Clearwater, with Dr. Frank Sessa presiding. 
Those attending were Dr. Sessa, Dr. A. L. 
McNeal, Dr. Dorothy Dodd, Mrs. Sara 
Rogers, Mrs. Virginia Grazier, Elliott Har- 
daway, Lynn Walker, Grace Rayfuse, Mar- 
garet Strassler, Helen Keefe, Clara Wendel, 
Fred Bryant, Elizabeth Peeler and Audrey 
Newman. 

Minutes for the October Executive Board 
Meetings were omitted, because they had 
been published in FLORIDA LIBRARIES. 

The Treasurer reported a balance of 
$3,976.52. 

Dr. Sessa read a letter from Dr. Louis 
Shores requesting that steps be taken to cer- 
tify librarians in Florida. After group dis- 
cussion of the possible good and bad results 
of certification. Dr. McNeal moved that the 
Florida Library Association do nothing 
about certification at this time and so inform 
Dr. Shores. The motion was seconded by 
Mrs. Grazier, and passed. 


The Board discussed the Kansas Library 
Association protest to publishers concerning 
the trend toward the use of small print in 
new books. Agreement was reached to refer 
the matter to the new President with the 
suggestion that a committee be appointed 
including some publishers’ representatives as 
members. 

Fred Bryant announced that the 1961 con- 
vention will be held at Miami Beach, pos- 
sibly during the middle of April. The Board 
authorized him to select the date and head- 
quarters hotel. 

Mr. Bryant presented an objection from 
the National Combined Book Exhibit to 
FLA’s use of the trade name for its exhibit 
of books, The Board discussed other names, 
such as Co-operative Book Exhibit, Pub- 
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lishers’ Book Exhibit and Combined Pub 
lishers’ Exhibit, but no decision was reached, — 

The Board congratulated Mr. Bryant for 
his idea of honoring publisher’s representa- 
tives with free-registration for the conven- 
tion and complimentary tickets for the ban- 
quet. Indications had been that the gesture 
had been well received. 

Mrs. Rogers proposed that the Board ask 
the governor-elect to set up a Governor's 
Conference on Libraries during February, 
1961. Lynn Walker moved that this proposal 
be tabled until the April 2 Board meeting, 
The motion was passed. 

After discussion concerning the discon- 
tinuance of the ALA Intellectual Freedom 
Newsletter, Mrs, Grazier moved that a reso- 
lution deploring this move be introduced at 
the general business meeting of the Associa- 
tion. After a second by Mr. Walker, the 
motion was passed. 

Mr. Hardaway moved that the Officer’s 
Manual be amended to read that the out- 
going Treasurer shall make payments to 
sections within one month after the annual 
meeting. The motion passed. Dr. Sessa an- 
nounced that he would name the committee 
to audit the Treasurer’s books at the busi- 
ness meeting. 





Miss Wendel pointed out that her term as 
representative of the Southeastern Library 
Association expired this year, and that she, 
Verna Nistendirk and Stanley West will sub- 
mit the names of two candidates to succeed 
her, according to the SELA constitution, 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 

Audrey Newman, Secretary 


Trustees Section 


Mrs. Winston Rogers, Live Oak, Chair- 
man, called the Trustees’ Section meeting to 
order in the Circus Room of the Fort Har- 
rison Hotel at 2:00 p.m., April 1, 1960. 


Acting Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. William 
Blackmon, Jasper, read the minutes of the 
previous meeting, held in Miami. The min- 
utes were approved as read. A total of 
$50.90 was reported in the treasury; there 
were no expeditures. 


Mrs. Rogers gave an excellent and de- 
tailed report of her term of office. 
The Constitution and By-laws, written by 


Judge Ora Wildermuth, was unanimously 
adopted. 












ing, 


on- 
om 











The Nominating Committee’s report was 
given by Dr. Ira Williams of Stuart. It was 
accepted and a unanimous ballot was cast 
for the following slate: 

PRESIDENT: Mrs. Jack Daner, Miami 

Beach 
VICE-PRESIDENT: Thomas Dreier, St. 
Petersburg 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Will- 

iam Blackmon, Jasper 

Oscar Everhart, Miami Beach, conveyed 
Mrs. Daner’s regrets at her absence, and 
read a message from her stating her goals 
for the coming year. 

The question came up as to whether or 
not Mrs. Daner should continue regional 
meetings. It was agreed that they were of 
value and should be continued. 

There was discussion as to whether or not 
trustees and librarians should have combined 
meetings. Judge Wildermuth pointed out that 
trustees and librarians had to work together 
for mutual understanding, but it was agreed 
that the two groups should have separate 
business meetings. 

Mrs. Adele Willoughby, Stuart, and Judge 
Wildermuth, Naples, were named by a 
unanimous ballot to the Executive Board of 
the Trustees Section. 

Mrs. Rogers was named delegate, and 
Mrs. Daner, alternate delegate, to the ALA 
meeting in Montreal, June 20th. Mrs. Rogers 
asked each board chairman to urge at least 
one member to join the Public Library Sec- 
tion and the American Association of Li- 
brary Trustees. 

Motion was made and adopted that the 
following resolution be included in the rec- 
ords of this section: 

“The Trustees and Friends Section goes on 
record as approving the legislative program 
worked out by FLA at the Clearwater con- 
vention, April 1, 1960.” 

In his speech to the Trustees’ Section, 
Warren Pierce of the St. Petersburg Times 
staff extolled libraries as institutions for 
continuing education. He said that Florida 
has done admirably in providing good edu- 
cational institutions from the first grade 
through post-graduate study, where the basic 
foundation may be acquired, but has fallen 
down badly in establishing and maintaining 
the facilities whereby continuing education 
can be carried on—libraries. 

He pointed out that on the basis of the 


service they render, libraries are one of the 
least costly of all agencies of government. 
As an illustration, he suggested that a college 
would require the expenditure of perhaps 
$1,500 per student, but a superior library 
system could be operated on a budgeted ex- 
penditure of $14.00 per user. He proposes 
that the Legislature set up library districts 
patterned after the school districts. Each 
county would have an autonomous board of 
trustees with authority over all public li- 
braries in the county, and with the power to 
levy up to one mill in taxes. This would 
eliminate the multiplicity of municipal li- 
braries which exists in some counties. 

Mr. Pierce also feels that the State Li- 
brary should be dealt with by the Legisla- 
ture with a proportionate share of the gen- 
erosity bestowed on the state university 
system. 

There being no further business, the meet- 
ing was adjourned. 

Dorothy W. Blackmon, Secretary 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
TRUSTEES SECTION 
MARCH 31, 1960 


pt a Re Pry <dcee 0 eae 

BRD og 05 ba kb ond Cemab ax ede Moen 23.10 

MER no aee-cd kno eghgi Mean daken 12.60 
1. GP ere $ 50.90 
No Expenditures 

Balance on hand ................-- $ 50.90 


Mrs. Betty Adams, Sec.-Treas. 


Publie Libraries Section 

The Public Libraries Section met in Roeb- 
ling Hall of Peace Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Clearwater, Florida, at 3:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 1, 1960, with Mrs. Virginia 
Grazier, Chairman, presiding. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and approved. The treasurer’s report was 
read and filed for audit. 

Mrs. Helga Eason, Chairman of the Nom- 
inating Committee, reported the following 
names for offices of the section for 1960- 
1961: 

CHAIRMAN: Miss Verna Nistendirk, 
Director Library Extension, State Li- 
brary 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mr. H. J. 
Blasick, Director, Suwannee River Re- 
gional Library 

A motion was made that the secretary cast 
a unanimous ballot for above named officers. 
Motion carried. 

Mrs. Helga Eason presented a report on 
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the survey she made on older people. A mo- 
tion was made and carried that copy of the 
survey be filed with the State Library, and 
that a copy of the survey be sent to anyone 
requesting it. A motion was made and car- 
ried that the survey be printed in FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES. 

A panel composed of Mrs. Jewel Garvin, 
Miss Zella Adams, Miss Clara Wendel, Mr. 
F. W. Summers, and Mr. H. J. Blasick, with 
Mrs. Virginia Grazier acting as moderator, 
discussed the subject “The Status Seekers— 
Florida Public Librarians.” The subject was 
divided into five topics; communities, build- 
ings, staff, books, and money. Each member 
of the panel was assigned a topic and given 
five minutes to express his views. A general 
discussion followed. At the close Dr. Low- 
ell Martin, Editorial Director, the Grolier 
Society, New York, spoke briefly on state 
aid to libraries and announced that the New 
Jersey legislature had just passed a library 
bill giving state aid to New Jersey libraries. 

There being no further business the meet- 
ing adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
RECEIPTS: 





On hand: April 1, 1959 $151.24 
Deposits—Dues allotment 
FFF ESD © Mic ene e ees 71.75 
Dues allotment 
1958 OOP oo sie san ct 59.15 
$282.14 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
To Virginia Grazier for 
SERRE RLS mie ae 10.00 
To Virginia Grazier for 
telephone calls .......... 6.90 
To Evelyn Levy for 
WOTRMONE ee acces es 108.00 
124.90 
On hand: April 1, 1960 $157.24 


Eugenia Whelan, Secretary-Treasurer 


College and Special 
Libraries Section 


The College and Special Libraries Section 
met April 1, 1960 at 10:00 a.m., in Roebling 
Hall, Peace Memorial Church, Clearwater, 
with Mr. Lynn Walker presiding. He intro- 
duced the librarians of three special libraries 
in the state, and each of them gave a brief 
description of the collection and service of 
the library. 

Mrs. Marguerite Batey spoke on the State 
Plant Board library; Miss Elsie Noey’s title 
was “We Break the Rules,” as she discussed 
the Martin Company library at Orlando; 
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and Mr. Thomas P. McGinty, Pratt & Whif 
ney Aircraft librarian, at West Palm B 
spoke on “Basic Philosophies and Areas 
Service in a New Technical Library.” : 

The State Plant Board’s library is unde 
the State Department of Entomology, and itj 
holdings are primarily in the field of ento 
mology. Its collection consists of 40,00 
volumes, 17,000 bulletins, and 73 curre 
periodical subscriptions, with extensive re 
print files. Classification is by the Library of 
Congress scheme, except for a special ex- 
pansion for insects. Cards for cataloged 
material are filed also in the main catalog 
and Agricultural library catalog at the Uni- 
versity of Florida. Service is given to re- 
search workers throughout the Southeast, 
and verifax is available for reproducing ar- 
ticles—short ones done free. 


The Martin Company library staff has 
ingeniously cut through usual library rou- 
tines in order to give fast service to its 2000 
engineers, 350 of whom may require as- 
sistance in a single day. The collection con- 
sists of 4500 books, 300 bound periodicals, 
and over 40,000 reports. Security checks and 
quick personnel transfers dictate a charging 
routine which tells who has borrowed each 
item, when it is due, and also which items 
any individual has. Photostats are relied on 
rather than interlibrary loan, as being a 
quicker source of needed material. Report 
cataloging is done by entering the number 
of the report on subject cards in the catalog 
(sometimes as many as ten subjects for one 
report) and then making two cards for each 
report, one by number of the report, one by 
issuing agency. The material can be made 
available with greater speed, though cross- 
checking from subject cards is necessary to 
locate a particular report by subject. 


The Pratt & Whitney library is closely 
affiliated with the United Aircraft library in 
East Hartford, Connecticut, and follows the 
practices of that library in many respects. 
The staff is presently concentrating on build- 
ing up the collection of materials in the 
form of reports, periodicals and reference 
books. All materials are available for loan, 
but security checks require control of the 
loan period. Materials are classified by the 
Library of Congress scheme, and are listed 
in a divided catalog. A monthly publication, 
Technical Literature Index, lists new ac- 
quisitions. Interlibrary loans are made fre- 
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COLLEGE AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION OFFICERS AND SPEAKERS: 


= 


ee eel tes al 


RM er Ce ee eee ae 


l. to r. Mrs. Batey, Miss Noey, Mr. Walker, Mr. McGinty, Mrs. Fletcher. 


quently, with libraries in the Southeast 
meeting many of the needs. 


After a question and answer period, a 
motion to accept the minutes of the last 
meeting as published was made, seconded 
and carried, and the Treasurer’s report was 
read and ordered filed. 


Mrs. Betty Taylor, University of Florida 
Law Library, presented the report of the 
Nominating Committee, which was accepted 
unanimously: 


CHAIRMAN: John Clemons, FSU Li- 
brary School 


VICE-CHAIRMAN-ELECT: Leon Ford- 
ham, Daytona Beach Junior College 


SECRETARY and TREASURER: Sara 
Crittenden, St. Petersburg Junior Col- 
lege. 


The meeting was turned over to the new 
chairman, and as there was no further busi- 
ness was adjourned at 11:08 a.m. 


TREASURER'’S REPORT 
ASSETS 
Amount received from 
1958/59 treasurer ...... $ 25.04 
Amount of section allotment 
for §957/F6 1s. wsewisess 46.20 
Amount of section allotment 
TOSSED 0s. A RRS Sao 
$124.79 
DEBITS (incurred 1958/59) 
Reimbursements to past 
president: 
1959 speaker $ 50.00 
1958/59 progress report ... 38.63 
Coffee (1959 meeting) .. 16.00 
$104.63 
Balance, March 31, 1960 $ 20.16 


Mrs. Carolyn T. Fletcher, Secretary 






Sehool and Children’s 
Libraries Section 


The School and Children’s Section of FLA 
met Friday, April 1, 1960 at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Peace Memorial Church dining room, 
with Miss Grace Rayfuse presiding. 

Mrs. Dilla McBean, former Director of 
School Libraries, Chicago Public Schools, 
acted as moderator for a discussion: “Co- 
operation between school and public librar- 
ies.” Other members of the panel were: 
Helen Keefe, Children’s Librarian, Tampa 
Public Library; Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Super- 
visor of School Libraries, Dade County, 
Miami; Mrs. Mary Alice Parsons, Librarian, 
St. Lucie County Library, Fort Pierce; R. 
Earl Kipp, County Superintendent of 
Schools, Orange County, Orlando. 

After much lively discussion which in- 
cluded the whole group, the meeting ad- 
journed for lunch. 

The afternoon session began at 2:00 p.m., 
in the same room. The minutes of last year’s 
meeting were read and. approved, and the 
Treasurer’s report was given. The report of 
the Nominating Committee was read by the 
Secretary, and a unanimous vote was cast 
for the following officers: 


CHAIRMAN: Eunice Keen, Lakeland 
High School 

VICE-CHAIRMAN and CHAIRMAN- 
ELECT: Lois McAllister, Miami Shores 
Elementary School 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Lucy 
Rogers, Sea Breeze High School, Day- 
tona Beach 

REPORTER: Mrs. Sara K. Srygley, FSU 

Library School, Tallahassee 
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A clarifying statement was read and ex- 
plained by the chairman that all news should 
be sent to the Reporter, who would in turn 
s2nd it to FLORIDA LIBRARIES and other 
publications. 
Mrs. Betty Lunnon read a tentative state- 
ment on “A philosophy of co-operation be- 
tween school and public libraries.” A motion 
was made and seconded that the materials 
be referred to a Joint Committee of the 
School and Children’s Section and the Flor- 
ida Association of School Librarians for 
study and the power to act on recommenda- 
tions that would come out of the study. The 
motion carried. 
Lena MacDonald, Lakeland, introduced 
members of a group who presented demon- 
strations of “Reading guidance methods.” 
Book talks: Mrs. Elizabeth Stephens, St. 
Petersburg High School 

Story-telling: Martha Jean Irwin, St. 
Petersburg Public Library 

Reading clubs: Mrs. Joanne Neuman, 
Ludlum Elementary School, Miami 

Puppet plays: Mary Ellen Fabal and Mrs. 
Dalia Lamar, Miami Public Library 

The new officers were introduced, and the 
meeting adjourned. 

Mrs. Iris Owens, Secretary 


PANEL ON SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY CO-OPERATION 





TREASURER’S REPORT 
SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S SECTION 
March 31, 1960 


RECEIPTS 
bal. on hand $ 8.99 
FLA dues for 1958 35.35 
FLA dues for 1959 61.25 
Sales, “LEOPARD 
ON A STRING” 19.97 é 
$125.57 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Flowers for Page Rorden $ 9.94 
FLA expenses for Elizabeth 
Stephens IF RO is. 
$ 44.94 
Bal. on hand $ 80.53 


Catalogers’ Roundtable 


The twelfth meeting of the Florida Cata- 
logers’ Roundtable was a luncheon meeting, 
April 1, 1960, at the Fort Harrison Hotel, 
Clearwater, with fifty-six in attendance. Mrs. 
Helen C. Purdy, University of Miami, pre- 
sided. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved as published, and the treasurer 
reported a balance of $29.10. The report 
of the Nominating Committee, made by 
Mrs. Ruth Perry, Miami Beach Public Li- 
brary, was approved and the slate elected 
unanimously. 

CHAIRMAN: Miss Sara McCook, St. 
Petersburg Public Library 


l. to r. Miss Keefe, Mr. Kipp, Mrs. McBean, Miss Rayfuse, Section Chairman, and 


Mrs. Lunnon. 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN and CHAIRMAN- 
ELECT: Miss Mary Lou Barker, Uni- 
versity of South Florida, Tampa 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Lil- 
lian T. Urschel, Dixie Hollins High 
School, St. Petersburg 

There being no further business, the group 

joined the members of the Reference Round- 

table for a joint program. 

Carol A. Stone, Secretary 

Miami Public Library 





Reference Roundtable 
Mrs. Ara K. Atherton, Reference Libra- 
rian, Albertson Public Library, Orlando, 
presided over the luncheon business meeting 
of the Reference Roundtable, April 1, in the 
ballroom of the Fort Harrison Hotel, Clear- 
water. Forty-two members and friends at- 
tended. 
New officers elected were: 
J CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Felicia W. Traxler, 
Extension Division, University of Flor- 
ida, Gainesville 





VICE-CHAIRMAN and CHAIRMAN- 
ELECT: Richard Neuman, Business Di- 
vision, Miami Public Library 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Miss Helen 
Walters, FSU, Tallahassee 


Following the adjournament of the busi- 
ness meeting, the group joined the Cata- 
logers’ Roundtable for the program on 
Florida materials. 





Papers presented to the joint meeting of 
the Catalogers’ and Reference Roundtables 
pertained to Florida materials and their 
handling in various libraries around the 
state. Miss Margaret Chapman, Librarian, 
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, 
University of Florida, described that library 
in some detail and also mentioned outstand- 
ing collections of Florida materials in other 
libraries of the state. (Editor’s Note: Miss 
Chapman’s paper will be given in full in a 
later issue of FLORIDA LIBRARIES.) 


JOINT REFERENCE-CATALOGERS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 





Mr. Neuman, Miss Chapman, Miss Apperson, Mrs. Atherton, Mrs. Purdy, Miss Youngs. 












Miss Frances Apperson, Documents li- 
brarian, University of Florida, and compiler 
of the Short-title Checklist of Official Flor- 
ida Publications, spoke on “Florida Docu- 
ments: Acquisition, Cataloging and Servic- 
ing.” She stated that the University of Flor- 
ida, Florida State University, and Florida 
A. & M. are, by law, depository libraries, 
and as such are entitled to certain quantities 
of public documents. These items do not 
come to the library automatically, as could 
be hoped, but require personal contacts with 
the various offices, and letters of request. 
Too often, the stock of publications has 
been exhausted before the library learns of 
its existence, and this is frequently due to 
inadequate appropriations for publishing. 

She estimates that perhaps 90 per cent of 
official material issued comes to her de- 
partment, where with the exception of house 
organs, mimeograph sheet listings, and bro- 
chures, all items are listed in the Short-title 
Checklist. 


At the University of Florida, almost all 
items are cataloged, and are handled by any 
of the public service departments, though 
most of the reference questions are routed 
to the Social Sciences reading room, which 
is adjacent to the Documents work area. 

Miss Marian A. Youngs, University of 
Florida, described the “Cataloging of Flor- 
ida Materials” for the Library of Congress 
as Co-operative Cataloging. The University 
of Florida library secures two copies of 
Florida documents to send with card copy 
to LC, where cards are then printed. She 
stated, “Since our work is examined critic- 
ally in Washington, we make a special effort 
to have it perfect. The considerable expense 
to individual libraries of contributing to this 
national bibliographical effort is, I believe, 
repaid by their being able to order cards 
made in other libraries for books and 
pamphlets they would otherwise have to 
catalog themselves. This belief is what sus- 
tains us in our search through the Statutes 
for the legal names of state agencies, our 
occasional letters to authors inquiring about 
their middle names because they otherwise 
conflict with other authors, our efforts to 
unmuddle series, and so on. It is no pleas- 
ure, as cataloging, and yet there seems to be 
no question of its importance and its 
desirability.” 
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A paper prepared by Mr. James H. 
Rentz, Miami Public Library, was presented 
in his absence by Mr. Richard Neuman of 
that staff. He described in some detail the 
operations of the Florida room at the Miami 
Public Library, where acquisition, cataloging 
and servicing of all Florida items is done by 
the special department’s staff. City of Miami 
and Dade County documents are also em- 
phasized in this collection. 


General Business Session 

The fourth general session of the thirty- 
seventh annual meeting of FLA was called 
to order by the President, Dr. Frank Sessa, 
at 9:10 a.m., April 2, 1960, in the Ballroom, 
Fort Harrison Hotel, Clearwater. 

He welcomed those in attendance and an- 
nounced that the election of offices would be 
moved to the first item on the agenda. Bal- 
lots had been distributed as members entered 
the room. F, W. Summers and Mrs. Betty 
Service served as tellers. 


While the ballots were being counted, the 
regular business continued. 


Dr. Sessa called for committee reports. 
Oscar Everhart presented the report of the 
Resolutions Committee. 


Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Liaison with FEA, reported that 
the School and Children’s Section of FLA 
and FASL are in the process of writing a 
philosophy of co-operation. 

Stanley West, Chairman of the Committee 
on Research Co-operation, announced a 
meeting for academic librarians to be held 
in July at the FSU Library School, He also 
requested that one library in each county 
assume the responsibility for binding and re- 
cording the newspapers for its area. He 
stated that the Southern Regional Education 
Board was interested in publishing a Union 
List of Newspapers, and proposed that this 
project should be the concern of ensuing 
committees. 


John Clemons, Chairman of the Member- 
ship Committee, reported a total of 617 
members. This represents an increase of 39, 
or six per cent. Verna Nistendirk, ALA mem- 
bership representative in Florida, reempha- 
sized the importance of memberships in 
FLA, SELA, and ALA. Dr. Sessa announced 
that registration for the convention had tot- 
aled 375, with 269 attending the banquet. 




































Margaret Strassler, Treasurer, reported a 
balance on hand of $3,976.52. Dr. Sessa ap- 
pointed Richard Neuman, Mrs. Dorothy 
Helm and Mrs. Elsie Delaney to serve as an 
Auditing Committee for the Treasurer’s 
books. 

After Dr. Archie McNeal, Chairman of 
the ALA Committee on Intellectual Free- 
dom, had discussed the discontinuation of 
publication of the Intellectual Freedom 
Newsletter, Clara Wendel moved that FLA 
adopt a resolution recognizing the value of 
the journal and urging ALA to continue its 
publication. The motion, seconded by Elliott 
Hardaway, was passed. 

Mrs. Leatha Garrison, Secretary of the 
Florida Association of School Librarians, 
explained the “School Library Improve- 
ment Program,” and asked for the endorse- 
ment of FLA, Elliott Hardaway moved that 
FLA go on record as endorsing this pro- 
gram. After a second by Stanley West, the 
motion was carried. 


The retiring Section Chairmen were re- 
quested to introduce the new section officers. 
The results of the election were announced 
and the newly elected officers introduced: 
PRESIDENT: Elliott Hardaway, Uni- 
versity of South Florida, Tampa 
VICE-PRESIDENT and PRESIDENT- 
ELECT: Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Dade 
County Public Schools, Miami 
SECRETARY: Mrs. May H. Edmonds, 
Miami Public Library 
TREASURER: Robert Hamilton, Miami 
County Library, Stuart 
Miss Virginia Matthews, a member of the 
National Library Week executive staff, was 
introduced. In her brief statements, she men- 
tioned the White House Conference on 
Children and Youth, from which she had 
just come, and pointed out the extent of 
library representation there and the fact that 
a number of its recommendations affect li- 
braries. She re-emphasized the importance of 
National Library Week. 





NEWLY ELECTED ASSOCIATION OFFICERS: 
Mr. Hardaway, President; Mrs. Lunnon, President-Elect; Mr. Hamilton, Treasurer. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR 1960-61 


Dr. Sessa expressed his appreciation to 


Fred Bryant, Executive Secretary, to the 
members of committees and of the Execu- 
tive Board, and then turned the meeting over 
to Elliott Hardaway, the new President. 
After asking for continued effort and co- 
operation for the improvement of the organ- 
ization during the coming year, Mr. Harda- 
way adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m. 


Audrey Newman, Secretary 


Minutes of the New 
Exeeutive Board 


Elliott Hardaway, President, called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., April 2, in 
the Cloud Room of the Fort Harrison Hotel. 
Mrs. May H. Edmonds, Secretary, was not 
present, so Audrey Newman, retiring Sec- 
retary, substituted. Others present were: Mrs. 
Betty Lunnon, Robert Hamilton, Verna Nis- 
tendirk, Eunice Keen, John Clemons, Frank 
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Sessa, Archie McNeal, Helen Keefe, Fred 
Bryant, Clara Wendel and Elizabeth Peeler. 

The Board requested the Executive Sec- 
retary, Fred Bryant, to find suitable dates for 
the 1961 convention in Miami Beach, not to 
conflict with National Library Week, Easter, 
or the Florida Education Association. 

Dr. Sessa moved that the 1962 convention 
be held at Jacksonville. The motion passed. 
Mr. Bryant was authorized to make arrange- 
ments for the headquarters hotel and to set 
the dates. 

Mr. Hardaway announced the resignation 
of Elizabeth Peeler, Editor of FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES. Verna Nistendirk moved that 
Mrs. Madeline. Riffey, assistant circulation li- 
brarian at the University of Miami, be in- 
vited to become Editor. After the motion 
was passed, President Hardaway asked Miss 
Peeler, who had recommended Mrs. Riffey, 
to extend the invitation. 

Dr. McNeal moved that an annual FLA 





| membership directory be multilithed, to be 

mailed automatically to institutional mem- 
' bers and members of the Executive Board, 
» and to individual members on request. After 
a second by Miss Keefe, the motion was 
passed. The Executive Secretary agreed to 
compile the directory and to handle the 
mailing. He had previously estimated the 
cost at approximately $75.00. It was sug- 
gested that the style of the membership cards 
be revised to provide for showing title and 
professional address of members, as well as 
preferred mailing address. It was also sug- 
gested that married women be listed with 
the designation “Mrs.” and that single wom- 
en be listed by name only. 


After discussion, Dr. McNeal moved that 
the Board accept with gratitude the offer of 
the Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs to 
present and support the bill for state library 
aid in Florida. The motion was passed. Mr. 
Hardaway agreed to write Mrs. C. L. Men- 
zer, President of the Federation, to this 
effect, and to send copies of his letter to 
Mrs. M. Lewis Hall, Mrs. Joe Farrington, 
Mrs. T. Q. Srygley, and to Miss Nistendirk. 
Miss Nistendirk is to present the Library 
Development Program at the Federation 
Convention, April 29. 


Mr. Hardaway presented a list of pro- 
posed committee appointments, which after 
some suggested changes, was adopted on the 
motion of Miss Keefe. 


Mr. Hardaway requested section chairmen 
to report before October 15 on their plans 
for programs for section meetings at the 
1961 convention. The program will be dis- 
cussed at the October Board meeting. 

Dr. Sessa moved that a permanent loca- 
tion be chosen for the treasury, and sug- 
gested a bank in the home town of the Exec- 
utive Secretary, The motion was passed. The 
Executive Secretary will deposit organization 
money and mail a copy of the deposit slips 
to the Treasurer. 

It was moved by Dr. Sessa that Oscar 
Everhart, Executive Director of National Li- 
brary Week, be authorized to spend a maxi- 
mum of $120.00 to subscribe to a clipping 
service during National Library Week. The 
motion passed. 

After discussion of the motion brought 
forward from the previous Board meeting 
that the governor-elect be asked to call a 


Governor's Conference on Libraries, Dr. 
Sessa moved that the decision be deferred 
until the October Board meeting, with a 
study to be made of other such conferences. 
The motion was passed. 


Dr. McNeal moved that the Board express 
its concern over the recent removal of books 
from school libraries in Dade County, and 
further, that it reiterate its support of the 
Library Bill of Rights of ALA and the 
School Library Bill of Rights, both of which 
emphasize the freedom to read, which we 
consider fundamental in our system of gov- 
ernment. After a second by Dr. Sessa, the 
motion was passed unanimously. The Sec- 
r2tary was instructed to send notice of this 
action to Dr. C. R. Van Dusen, Chairman of 
the Dade County School Board, and to Dr. 
Joe Hall, Superintendent of Dade County 
Schools. 


It was announced that the FSU Library 
School and the State Library are sponsoring 
a Joint Workshop on Young Adult Reading, 
with Miss Pauline O’Melia as Director, at 
FSU, November 10-12. 


The meeting was adjourned at noon. 
Audrey Newman, Acting Secretary 


TREASURER’'S REPORT 


BAL., July 21, 1959 $3,198.30 
RECEIPTS 
Mem’ship, 1959 80.00 
Mem’ship, 1960 1,448.15 
Conv., 1959, Miami 
Exhibit space 1,196.00 
Combined 
Book exhibit 341.00 
Conv., 1960, 
Clearwater, 
Exhibit space 


Receipts Total 3,906.15 
TOTAL receipts incl. BAL. brt. fwd. $7,104.45 


EXPENDITURES 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
Ed. Honorarium 300.00 
Executive Secretary 
Honorarium 
Printing 
Postage, Telephone, 
Cler. & Office 
Travel 
Total 
Officers & Gen. Exp. 
Printing, Postage, 
Office Expense 
Travel 
Convention, 1960 
General 
Total 
Refunds 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
BALANCE, April 1, 1960 
(Miss) 


841.00 


675.00 
276.63 


348.08 
380.85 


1,680.56 


1,128.67 
18.70 
3,127.93 


$3,976.52 
G. Strassler, Treasurer 
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MeNEAL— (Cont'd from Page 8) 


any of these, or some combination. Much 
depends on the community and the individ- 
ual. Present obscenity laws recognize the 
differences in various parts of the country 
in customs and ways of life. Whatever the 
situation, however, the trouble usually starts 
with an individual who recognizes the cen- 
sorable material and sets out to do some- 
thing about it, often without regard for 
legal procedures. Isn’t it amazing how few 
censors are contaminated by the books from 
which they seek to protect the rest of us? 


The librarian must choose, since it is 
impossible to buy everything, and in doing 
so must keep the interests of his community 
in mind. The librarian is not a censor, but 
a selector. As Asheim said in his article 
“Not Censorship—But Selection”: “. . . the 
selector’s approach is positive, while that of 
the censor is negative . . . the selector looks 
for values, for strengths, for virtues which 
will overshadow minor objections. For the 
censor, the important thing is to find rea- 
sons to reject the book.” 


I like the answer quoted by Miss Luding- 
ton in a recent talk to Massachusetts li- 
brarians, as given by another librarian to 
some complaining patron: 

“Thank you for your letter . . The 
library needs books on every possible sub- 
ject. Readers’ interests and tastes vary wide- 
ly. The public library belongs to all the 
people it serves and must satisfy a tremen- 
dous variety of readers. We believe that the 
freedom to read is essential to our democra- 
cy. To ban books from our collections 
because some of our readers feel they should 
be kept from others would inevitably result 
in a poor library . . . We must consider the 
opinions of all our readers . . . If you can 
look upon the books that do not appeal to 
you as belonging to other readers and think 
of those you enjoy as your share of the 
library, I am sure that you will find growing 
pleasure and insight in reading books from 
our library. We look forward to helping you 
enjoy more books in the future.” 

In her recent book Book Selection and 
Censorship, Marjorie Fiske points out that 
the most frequently cited administrative aid 
for problems of controversiality was the 
written book selection policy. If we know 
what we stand for, and have definite policies 
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governing our book selection, we are in a” 
much stronger position to reply to any 
attack. 


Such a statement should be a part of the 
Official policy known to and approved by 
the Board or governing authority, and 
also be thoroughly understood by the staff. 


If the people of the community have con- 
fidence in the librarian and understand the 
principles governing the selection of books, 
there is every chance for strong community 
support in time of crisis. 





FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
JOURNAL OF THE FLORIDA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 
FINANCIAL REPORT 


Volume 10, April 1, 1959-March 31, 1960 
ASSETS 








Cash balance, April 1, 1959 $ 209.00 
Deposits through March 31, 1960: 
Advertising ........... $ 939.25 
Subscriptions ......... 49.00 
F.L.A. Allotment 
(Memberships) ...... 449.00 
State Library subsidy .. 300.00 
Sale of back issues & 
extra copies ........ 8.25 
Accounts due: 
Advertising (incl. March, 
1960 issue) ......... 519.62 
Subscriptions .......... 4.00 
State Library subsidy .. _ 100.00 
$2369.12 
$2369.12 
Total $2578.12 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts paid: 
Printing & engraving ... $1425.41 
Communication 
(postage, telephone) . 67.27 
Office expense & misc. .. 100.05 
To Executive Sec’y for 
membership of 
Glenn Pratt ......... 2.00 
Accounts outstanding: 
Parker Printing Co. for 
March, 1960 issue ... 559.19 
Advertising soliciting for 
March, 1960 issue ... 18.19 
$2172.11 
Total $2172.11 
BALANCE $ 406.01 


In Memoriam 


MISS LOUISE E. GAMSBY 
formerly Librarian, Ocala Public Library 
January 2, 1960 


SISTER MICHAEL JAMES, OP. 
Librarian, Barry College, Miami 
March 9, 1960 
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MARTIN— (Cont'd from Page 4) 

limited to a very few meetings a year. 
The school librarian may nct even 
know her colleagues in the next district 
or the next county, much less having 
worked out any common endeavor with 
them. Many school librarians admit 
quickly that they feel very much alone 
and would welcome contact with their 
counterparts in the region. Except in a 
few localities, the structure for such 
discussion and possible joint action 
does not exist. 

Now we come to the public libraries. 
In one sense interdependence has long 
been recognized by the community and 
city agencies. The beginnings of joint 
action can be traced back at least to the 
combining of three semi-public collec- 
tions to found the New York Public 
Library before the turn of the century. 

Let me mark off three steps or stages 
in public library co-ordination — first 
the extension activities of state library 
agencies, then the county and regional 
library movement, and most recently 
the miscellaneous efforts at co-opera- 
tion and co-ordination under the gen- 
eral term library “systems.” 


STATE LIBRARIES ASSIST 


The state library agencies are essen- 
tially an attempt to use the instrument 
of state government to minister to the 
interdependence of public libraries. The 
separate libraries find it hard to plan 
together—the state agency will facili- 
tate state-wide planning. The local li- 
brary faces problems beyond its lim- 
ited skill and experience—state agency 
personnel will come in for consultation. 
The single, small library cannot meet 
all demands for special titles—the state 
library will provide them on interli- 
brary loan, and in some cases will 


handle complex reference inquiries for 
the local library. With the state agency 
the local library no longer stands alone. 


These state services of planning, con- 
sultation and interlibrary loan- have 
existed for some time, and they flourish 
today. This may be an old fashioned 
structure for joint action, but it has 
stood the test of time. It seems to me 
quite appropriate that in many states 
the largest single part of federal aid 
money has gone into strengthening the 
state library agency itself. It can only 
be regretted that these agencies were so 
weak, so under-financed after many 
years of existence, that it was neces- 
sary first to bolster them. Sometimes I 
think that before new-fangled and un- 
certain methods of co-operation are 
tried, we would do well to bring every 
state agency up to standard. Even with 
federal aid, many state agencies do not 
provide the range and quality of plan- 
ning that is needed, nor the necessary 
frequency and skill of consultation, nor 
the level and speed of interlibrary 
loan and interlibrary reference. This is 
still a weak link in the library chain, 
and yet it is the logical starting point 
for furthering co-ordination. 

The county library movement fol- 
lowed from the state agencies, and in 
most cases was promoted by them. 
This movement has been fairly steady 
now for about thirty-five years. Re- 
cently, federal funds have given further 
impetus to the movement. Now close 
to one-third of the counties in the 
United States have a county library. 

These county units, and the multi- 
county and regional units after them, 
are directly related to this question of 
interdependence. There was need to 
extend service to smaller towns and 
rural areas. The single county library 
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in an independent area was the al- 
ternative to many separate town and 
township libraries. The movement has 
achieved this purpose, in extending fa- 
cilities over many square miles with a 
minimum number of units. 

It was hoped that the county library 
movement would go a step further, and 
actually reduce the number of separate 
libraries by absorbing existing city and 
town libraries within counties. This has 
occurred in some cases, but more often 
it has not, and the separate city and 
county units exist side by side. The 
county library often did not prove to 
be a co-ordinating agency for public 
libraries in its area—it was more often 
an additional small library, set up to 
serve the areas between existing library 
units. Usually we did not end up with 
one large and strong library but with 
one more relatively weak library. And 
we ended up with another problem of 
interdependence to be solved, that be- 
tween the city library and the adjacent 
county library. 

Another point must be added on the 
debit side for the county library. While 
the figures are not complete, it in- 
creasingly seems that county and re- 
gional units are gaining even less fi- 
nancial support than city and town 
libraries. In a recent study in Pennsyl- 
vania it was clear that county libraries 
were getting half as much support per 
capita as their counterparts in the cities 
and towns. The county library started 
out as the solution of the library ex- 
tension problem—in some cases it has 
become the problem child of the pub- 
lic library movement. 

A special word is needed concern- 
ing county libraries in suburban and 
metropolitan areas. The great areas 
around cities represent library interde- 
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pendence in concentrated form, and 
cry for some means of co-operation 
or co-ordination. Florida, as I under- 
stand, has made some progress in this 
regard. Unfortunately, over the coun- 
try many suburban districts lack 
county libraries, and in these cases one 
can find the extremes of facility, some 
of the best and some of the poorest 
libraries. 

The stumbling-block in building 
more and stronger county and regional 
libraries has been the resistance ex- 
hibited by existing libraries against be- 
ing absorbed into larger units. Thus 
we come naturally to the third and 
most recent stage of public library co- 
ordination, by means of systems, or 
centers, or co-operative federations, 
which have the common element of 
not involving amalgamation or sub- 
ordination of any existing libraries. 


WHOLESALE vs. RETAIL 

Other than leaving existing libraries 
as entities, the newest so-called “sys- 
tems” have no one form. They are 
more like feelers reaching out experi- 
mentally in several directions, to see 
what new possibilities will take root. 
There is the regional center of the New 
England type, which from the state 
level can be described as a decentrali- 
zation of the extension and interlibrary 
loan function of the state agency or 
from the local level can be described 
as wholesale centers engaged in ac- 
tivities which back up the retail func- 
tion of direct service to vendors. Then 
there are the county library centers 
now appearing in New York State, also 
with wholesale functions, but built 
from the localities up rather than from 
the states down. 

The most amorphous of all are the 
groups of libraries engaged in selected 
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co-operative ventures. New Jersey has 
just passed a multi-million dollar state 
aid program based on this concept. If 
one asks for specific examples of li- 
brary systems formed by such co-op- 
eration, the most that can be found to 
date are instances of fragmentary co- 
ordination: a specialized staff member, 
such as a children’s librarian, shared 
by several libraries; or a publicity pro- 
gram launched jointly; or some inter- 
esting experiments in centralized cata- 
loging. The theory here calls for a 
series of related arrangements among 
the libraries in a geographical area, to 
bring them together from the service 
standpoint while keeping each under 
its own authority. 


WILL-OF-THE-WISP? 

This co-operative idea of a library 
system is so new that it can hardly be 
evaluated at this stage. It may be a 
will-of-the-wisp, or it may be the start 
of a movement that will pick up where 
the county library movement leaves 
off. Informal co-operation in loose sys- 
tems appeals because it does not dis- 
turb the prevailing library structure to 
any extent. Certainly if all or even 
some of the proposed joint activities 
were in effect, service would have a 
considerable degree of unity from the 
reader’s standpoint. 

So much for where we are in state- 
wide library planning. What next? I 
want to comment on three approaches 
to the subject: joint action among local 
libraries of the same type, co-operative 
programs which cut across the barriers 
between different types of libraries, 
and the role of the state government. 

We have seen that joint action by 
nearby libraries within a state has been 
infrequent and sporadic, the exception 
rather than the rule. Yet where it has 





been worked out—as in interlibrary 
loans—it is generally conceded to be 
beneficial and not even very painful. 
The road ahead here is likely to be 
marked not by one grand plan within 
a state, but by co-operative ventures, 
starting on a small scale, among library 
neighbors. As good a starting point as 
any is co-operative selection of books. 
Among the public libraries, if nearby 
town and/or county units will stake out 
areas of specialty, and then grant full 
borrowing privileges to the readers 
in both units, the library dollar will go 
further and we will come a step closer 
to meeting the rising demands. I real- 
ize that it is a little odd for a book 
publisher to urge that two or more 
libraries buy one copy of a specialized 
title and share it, rather than buying 
several, but any other view by librar- 
ian or publisher would be short sight- 
ed. From a modest beginning there 
could in time grow a structure of co- 
ordinated resources, with each library 
at once an independent agency and a 
part of a larger planned resource 
spread over a definite section of a state. 

At the outset I said that it would 
be a mistake to think of state-wide li- 
brary development as all centered in 
the state government and the state li- 
brary agency. It would be equally a 
mistake to exclude the state level. In 
fact, without governmental participa- 
tion, the development of libraries in 
any state is going to lag. This is true 
for at least two reasons. 

The state, whether it wishes or not, 
is legally and actually a partner in the 
educational program at all levels. The 
question is not whether the state ought 
to take an interest in schools and li- 
braries. The fact is that the state has 
such an interest—by law (education is 
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specified in most state constitutions) 
and by practice (every state I know is 
putting some money into schools and 
library services). The question is 
whether the state carries its share or 
whether it is the horse that holds back 
the team. If it does hold back, letting 
the other fellow carry most of the bur- 
den, the results are quickly apparent 
over the state. This applies to local 
schools and to the higher education 
system, and it also applies to libraries. 
Given a state without a developed 
service program at the state level for 
libraries, without strong leadership in 
state library agencies, without state aid 
to libraries, and you have a state that 
is falling behind in library develop- 
ment. This is a sweeping statement, 
but I do not know of a single excep- 
tion to it. 


There is a second and very prac- 
tical reason why the state must carry 
its share of service and cost. State 
money, to put it bluntly, is needed to 
push reluctant localities into joint ac- 
tion. It is all very well for me to speak 
of the many advantages of co-opera- 
tion among libraries. As a matter of 
hard reality, we know that many li- 
brary boards have a reluctance or at 
least an inertia against joining hands 
with their neighbors. 

In the next ten years, library pro- 
gress over this country is going to 
occur not so much by growth in indi- 
vidual libraries, as through joint action 
among libraries with aid of the state. 


If you want to separate the winners 
from the losers, simply ask yourself 
two questions. Are libraries within the 
state reaching out to develop joint pro- 
grams with their neighbors? Is the state 
government aiding joint action with its 
full share of service and money? If one 
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or both of these questions must be : 
answered negatively, you probably — 


have a loser. 

The key words in my title are “state- 
wide library planning.” From this you 
might guess that the first requirement 
for progress would be a neat and com- 
plete state plan. Such a plan could be 
useful, but only if it is the instrument 
for achieving plain, garden-variety 
joint library action at the local, county 
and regional levels. 

The starting point is not necessarily 
a planning conference in the state capi- 
tal. A better test is the extent to which 
individual librarians go home and seek 
out feasible plans for doing together 
what they cannot do alone—the pub- 
lic librarian with his counterpart in the 
next town or county, the school librar- 
ian sitting down with the community 
librarian, the college librarian looking 
beyond his own campus to another in 
the same region or to the larger cam- 
pus in the region for which his institu- 
tion serves as the educational center. 

Joint progress starts not with grand 
plans but with understanding among 
colleagues. Co-operation is not some- 
thing that is legislated from a center. 
Each individual has to go out and 
work at it. 


FSU Alumni Meet 

A luncheon, April 1, at the Fort Harrison 
Hotel, Clearwater, attracted forty-five al- 
umni of the FSU Library School. Six stu- 
dents attended in addition to faculty mem- 
bers. Dean Louis Shores, presently on leave 
to serve as editor of Collier’s Encyclopedia, 
reviewed the school’s activities of the past 
year and told about his recent experiences 
in New York. New officers are: President, 
Sara Crittenden, St. Petersburg Junior Col- 
lege; Vice-President, Margaret Allen, St. 
Petersburg Junior College; Secretary, Peggy 
Sutor, FSU library; Treasurer, John Clem- 
ons, FSU Library School. 
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DODD— (Cont'd from Page 6) 

the bill, may combine any number of 
municipal libraries or library associa- 
tions giving free library service, but 
the county in which they are located 
must participate if the library unit is 
to be eligible for a state grant. When 
municipal libraries and library asso- 
ciations join a unit, their library funds 
earn the same amount of state funds 
as do county funds. All state money, 
however, is payable to the county or 
counties making up the unit. 

The bill discards absolute ceilings 
on operating grants. Instead, it pro- 
poses to match local funds with state 
money on a one to four basis, with a 
ceiling of 25 cents per capita of popu- 
lation. This is a more realistic recog- 
nition of the needs of larger counties. 


FORMULA EXPLAINED 

Eligibility for operating grants is no 
longer pegged to the maximum millage 
or, to $1.00 per capita. But to insure a 
reasonably large-scale operation, a 
library unit must have a local budget 
of at least $20,000 to be eligible for 
a state grant. The effect of this would 
be to encourage the formation of re- 
gional systems, especially among the 
smaller counties. In more than half of 
the sixty-seven counties, the yield of 
a 1 mill tax is less than $20,000. In- 
deed, in almost a third of the counties 
it is less than $10,000, and in half of 
those, less than $5,000. 

The standard of 1 mill or $1.00 per 
Capita is retained in determining eligi- 
bility for equalization grants. The eco- 
nomic ability of the several Florida 
counties to pay for desirable govern- 
mental services varies greatly. This has 
long been an accepted factor in the 
Minimum Foundation. Program for 
State aid to schools, which takes into 


account the relative taxpaying ability 
of the counties in the allocation of 
school funds. The library bill equaliza- 
tion formula is developed from the 
county index of taxpaying ability com- 
puted each year by the State Depart- 
ment of Education in connection with 
the Minimum Foundation Program. 
The library formula looks complex, 
but can be explained simply. It is a 
determination of the relative ability of 
citizens of the several counties to pay 
$1.00 in tax moneys for the support of 
libraries. A county whose citizens are 
relatively unable to pay as much as 
$1.00 would receive an equalization 
grant determined by multiplying its 
population by the difference between 
$1.00 and its per capita ability to pay. 
For example, application of the for- 
mula shows that, in 1957, relative per 
capita ability to pay $1.00 ranged from 
45 cents in Union County to $1.77 in 
Glades. If those counties were partici- 
pating in a library program under this 
bill, Union County would receive an 
equalization grant of its population 
multiplied by 55 cents (i.e., $1.00 less 
45 cents), while Glades County would 
not receive any equalization funds. 


POPULATION STATISTICS 

There is one administrative device 
in the bill which, I think, deserves 
especial mention. The dependence 
upon per capita figures, both in opera- 
ting and equalization grant provisions, 
demands accurate population statistics. 
The experience of the last decade in 
Florida has shown that the decennial 
Federal census does not provide a 
satisfactory base for ten years. Conse- 
quently, the bill provides that the 
“latest reliable annual estimate of mid- 
year population” made by an approved 
State agency shall be used. It is pro- 


25 











posed to use the estimate of the Bureau 
of Business and Economic Research of 
the University of Florida. 

The 1959 bill met with a more fa- 
vorable legislative reception than any 
previous state-aid bill. It was passed by 
a large majority in the House, but died 
in the Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee. Its failure must be attributed to 
the stringent financial situation of the 
state in 1959 rather than to disapproval 
of the provisions of the bill. 

The 1959 bill met with a more fa- 
vorable legislative reception than any 
year. The only changes proposed are 
two amendments relating to adminis- 
trative details and a third amendment 
providing establishment grants. Estab- 
lishment grants would be given for one 
year only to a new county joining a 
regional library or to counties forming 
a new regional library. Such grants 
would be in addition to, and equal to 
the sum of, the operating and equaliza- 
tion grants to which the county or 
counties might be entitled, but could 
not exceed $15,000. 


Establishment grants would consti- 
tute an additional incentive for the for- 
mation of regional libraries and would, 
we believe, encourage large county 
units to enter into regional contracts 
with smaller and poorer neighboring 
counties. They are also desirable be- 
cause they would provide means of 
meeting the extraordinary capital ex- 
penses incurred in the formation or 
extension of regional systems. 

I have not mentioned the state ap- 
propriation that will be requested. It 
seems better to wait until next fall, after 
the Library Service Act project grants 
for 1960-1961 have been made, to de- 
termine the exact amount needed. In 
1959, $200,000 was asked for the first 
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year of the biennium and $250,000 for 
the second year. It seems certain, even 
now, that those figures should be in- 
creased by at least $100,000 each. 

This bill, as I have tried to show, is 
the result of eight years’ effort on the 
part of your Legislation Committees to 
draft a bill that will aid in the develop- 
ment of economical, efficient and good 
library service in Florida. We believe 
that this bill will do just that. It is en- 
tirely permissive. It does not force any 
county or city to do something it does 
not want to do, but it opens the way 
for co-operation unlimited. 

When we first asked for state aid 
there were only two counties that could 
have qualified under the 1953 bill and 
we wondered if we would be able to 
spend the requested appropriation of 
$30,000 the first year and $45,000 the 
second year. Right now there are sev- 
enteen counties that could qualify for 
grants under the provisions of the bill, 
and there will be more before the next 
Legislature meets. They need the help 
offered by the bill. Their neighbors 
need it too, even though they may not 
be presently aware of their need. 

If each of us—librarian, board mem- 
ber, and friend—works hard in his own 
community, 1961 could well be the 
year. And let’s all hope for good 
weather next winter. 


OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


The State Department of Agriculture con- 
tinues to put out attractive, well-illustrated 
booklets of general interest. Seminoles of 
Florida by Wyatt Blassingame should be in 
every Florida library. Two recent revisions 
of earlier Bulletins will be welcomed by the 
homemaker: Flewers for Florida Homes, by 
John V. Watkins and Philip E. Parvin, Bul- 
letin 59, revised July 1959; and Florida’s 
Favorite Foods, by Bertha Munks, a Florida 
cookbook, which is Bulletin 46, also revised 
in 1959, 








Editor 5s Notes 


Florida is a big state, and it is often diffi- 
cult to know what is going on beyond our 
own immediate area. The NLW Director in 
his report requests that individual libraries 
report to his office, and send clippings of 
publicity received. This column has pre- 
viously carried grateful acknowledgment of 
being on the mailing list of some staff asso- 
ciation bulletins, and a request to be in- 
cluded on others. The State Library in its 
invaluable Newsletter often reminds local 
librarians that clippings and information 
about local activities should be sent to the 
staff at Tallahassee. 

In the March issue of FLORIDA LI- 
BRARIES, Verna Nistendirk made an in- 
teresting report on the use of bookmobiles 
in Florida. Her information was derived 
from the files at the State Library. Now we 
are told in a letter from Mrs. J. F. Colson, 
Frederick Eugene Lykes, Jr., Memorial 
County Library, Brooksville, that bookmo- 
bile service began in Hernando County in 
April 1951, not 1954, and that a Gersten- 
slager bookmobile was purchased by the 
Friends of the Library in 1953, not 1954. 
Mrs. Colson is very proud of the service 
given by the library at Brooksville, and re- 
quested that we publish this correction of 
the dates. 

FLORIDA LIBRARIES is the voice of 
FLA, but without income in addition to 
members’ subscriptions it would be only a 
whisper. The subsidy from the State Library 
and the revenue from our advertisements 
are necessary for publication. FLA mem- 
bers should recognize the patronage which 
makes the journal possible, and indicate 
their appreciation. 

With this issue, the present editor reluc- 
tantly concluded her association ‘with FLOR- 
IDA LIBRARIES. Editing thes: five issues 
has been one of the most enjoyable tasks 
of my life. Surely no one could have had 
more co-operation or assistance, whether 
given in the line of duty, or simply with a 
desire to support FLA, and through it the 
greater cause of improving libraries in Flor- 
ida. I want to thank you again, and to be- 
speak for my successor, Madeline Riffey, 
the same support and co-operation. Made- 
line is well qualified for the post of editor, 


and with your help she will be able to im- 
prove the journal and make it a publication 
of which FLA can really be proud. 

No one could have been more ignorant of 
the details of editorial work and seeing a 
publication through the press than I at this 
time last year. I want to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank Mr. William M. Goodson, 
Jr., and his staff at Parker Art Printing 
Association in Coral Gables, for the interest 
they have taken in the appearance of FLOR- 
IDA LIBRARIES, and for the never failing 
patience with which they have directed (and 
corrected) my efforts. 

As I return to Nigeria to teach library 
science, I extend my best wishes and grati- 
tude to all of you. 


NEW EDITOR NAMED 


Mrs. Madeline S. Riffey, Assistant Circu- 
lation librarian, University of Miami, has 
been named editor of FLORIDA LIBRAR- 
IES, effective with the September issue. Mrs. 
Riffey is a native of Indianapolis, and at- 
tended Butler University there. She grad- 
uated from the State University of Iowa 
with a major in journalism, and worked 
for the next five years at the Indianapolis 
Public Library. She received a Master of 
Science in Library Science from the Uni- 
versity of Illinois in 1950, and was em- 
ployed there until she joined the University 
of Miami staff in 1953. 

Madeline has served as editor of the Staff 
Association bulletin at each of the libraries 
in which she has worked, but gardening is 
almost as near to her heart as is editing. 
Her blue pencil promises to be as stout as 
her trowel, and FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
holds great prospects for the future. 


NEW IN FLORIDA— 
(Cont'd from Page 7) 


Direct reports from libraries to the State 
Executive Director have not been very nu- 
merous, and I would like to urge each li- 
brarian next year to make the effort to re- 
port the activities for the week. 

National Library Week has been set up 
on a continuing basis for 1961 and 1962. 
Many of the activities and programs en- 
gaged in during the Week might easily be 
carried on throughout the whole year and 
thus carry the effect of NLW on beyond the 
one week. Also, it is not too early to start 
planning for next year. vo 
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ADULT BOOKS 


Reviewed by 
MARGARET CHAPMAN, 
P. K. Yonge Library 





ARNADE, CHARLES W. Florida on Trial. 
100 pp. University of Miami Press, 1959. 
$2.00. (University of Miami Hispanic 
American Studies, No. 16). 


In 1602 Spain was seriously considering 
the abandonment of Florida. The Spanish 
government sent to St. Augustine, Fernando 
Valdes, son of the Governor of Cuba, who 
conducted an investigation on the feasibility 
of retaining Florida as an outpost of the 
Empire. Documents recording the testimony 
of the hearing have survived in the Spanish 
Archives, and are now available on photo- 
stats and microfilm in the Stetson Collec- 
tion, the Lowery Collection, and the North 
Carolina Spanish Records Collection. Dr. 
Arnade, Professor of history at the Uni- 
versity of Florida, has translated these doc- 
uments, and put them into narrative form to 
give us a graphic insight into Spanish Flor- 
ida at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. This is another fine example of the 
growing body of information on Spanish 
Florida which is coming to light through the 
translation of Spanish documents available 
in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida 
History. 


HALL, RUBYLEA. God Has a Sense of 
Humor. 248 pp. Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 
(c1960). $3.95. 


This is the old Romeo and Juliet plot 
moved to primitive, piney woods Florida in 
1900. Lonna, lovely young daughter of the 
“Red” Folsomes, loves Caesar, young son of 
the “Black” Folsomes. The blood feud of 
the two branches of the Folsome family 
spells rough going for the lovers, but in the 
end, love conquers all. Florida libraries will 
buy this because Rubylea Hall is a genuine, 
bonafide, native Florida author, whose Great 
Tide was well received in Florida when it 
was published in 1947. 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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Florida BOOKS & AUTHORS 






CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Reviewed by 
May H. EpMmonps, 
Miami Public Library 


LATHAM, JEAN. Drake, the Man They 
Called a Pirate. Pictures by F. T. Chap- 


man. 278 pp. Harper, 1960. $2.95. (gr. 
6-up) 


Francis Drake, a commander of men, was 
a master mariner, a brilliant fighter, but no 
statesman. Again Jean Latham writes from 
“inside” her character, choosing a man 
whose life was filled with heartbreaking 
frustrations and almost unconquerable odds 
against him. She lets you see how from the 
age of ten he assigned himself the tasks 
that were most difficult—to others impos- 
sible—and how he never accepted defeat. 


His personal life was a combination of 
fury against Philip of Spain, whose troops 
had violated a truce to strike down those 
men he valued most, and tenderness for 
Elizabeth, the girl he married but was pow- 
erless to protect from the slurs brought 
against him in his lifetime. 

Like Miss Latham’s other well-done 
books, Drake is a vigorous insight into his- 


tory for the junior highs. Florida author— 
Miami. 


WORCESTER, DONALD. Kit Carson, 
Mountain Man. Illustrated by Jo Polseno. 
192 pp. Houghton, 1960 (Piper Books) 
$1.95. (gr. 4-6) 


The best book so far in this recent series 
of “Piper” biographies for nine to twelve 
year olds. Tells the story of the “smallest 
of a family of big men” who had “the 
makings of a real mountain man.” It is full 
of personal and absorbing incident, an ex- 
citing tribute to one of the greatest men the 
far west has ever known. 


History professor Worcester, who is an 
authority on the West, has also done the 
“Lone Hunter” fiction series on the far 
western Indians for this age group. Florida 
author—Gainesville. 


(Continued on Page 29) 








MORE ADULT BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 28) 


DOHERTY, HERBERT J., JR. The Whigs 
of Florida, 1845-1854. 73 pp. University 
of Florida Press, 1959. $2.00 (University 
of Florida Monographs: Social Sciences, 
No. 1). 


The rise of the Whig party nationally 
occurred in the early 1830's, so the Whigs 
first became active in the time of Terri- 
torial Florida. The fortunes of the party 
were at a low ebb in 1845 when Florida 
became a state, but three years later the 
Whigs swept to victory, electing the gover- 
nor, the member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and both houses of the General 
Assembly. Thus the Florida Whigs were a 
vital factor in the early years of statehood. 
For the most part, they were the propertied 
class, and most of the conservative element 
in the state could be found in the party. The 
big planters exerted important political in- 
fluence on their small farmer neighbors, on 
professional men, and on the merchant class. 
The strength of the Whigs was mainly in 
Middle Florida, and in West Florida from 
Jackson to Escambia. For a time, the Whigs 
and the Democrats gave Florida its only 
active two party system. Dr. Doherty’s mon- 
ograph, which is based on his master’s 
thesis done at the University of Florida in 
1949, is an important contribution to Flor- 
ida’s political history. 


SWARTHOUT, GLENDON. Where the 
Boys Are. 239 pp. Random House (c1960) 
$3.50. 


Where the boys are—and the girls—is 
Fort Lauderdale at the time of the annual 
spring migration of the college crowd to 
Florida. Glendon Swarthout, in sharp con- 
trast to his earlier style in They Came to 
Cordura, now uses the technique employed 
so successfully by Christopher Morley in 
Kitty Foyle, where the adult male author 
writes in first person singular to tell a young 
girl’s story. The Fort Lauderdale story is 
told every year in the newspapers, but not 
nearly so graphically as in this rather re- 
markable novel. It may be said that Swarth- 
out tells it so effectively that it should be 
guaranteed to make mothers keep their 
daughters at home for spring vacation. 


MORE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 28) 


BLEEKER, SONIA. The Inca, Indians of 
the Andes. Illustrated by Patricia Boodell. 
157 pp. Morrow, 1960. $2.50. (gr. 4-7) 
From The Seminole Indians to The Es- 

kimo, the author’s previous thirteen books 
justly deserve their popularity in school and 
children’s collections throughout the coun- 
try. The Inca will enjoy even greater acclaim 
because it is the first individual book for 
this grade level on the ancient civilization of 
the Andean mountains. Unlike some of her 
others that employ a story device, this is 
completely factual and well indexed. A most 
valuable book. Sonia Bleeker is Mrs. Her- 
bert Zim. Florida author—Tavernier. 


DUNCAN, LOIS. Littlest One in the Fam- 
ily. Pictures by Suzanne K. Larsen. n.p. 
Dodd, 1960. $3.00. (gr. P-2) 

“Robert’s brother was big. He went to 
school, and he crossed streets by himself, 
and he didn’t take naps, and he wore pants 
with a belt, and he rode a two-wheel bicycle. 

“Robert rode a tricycle. 

“Later when the baby came, it was the 
littlest thing Robert had ever seen! ‘Don’t 
worry,’ Robert told the baby. ‘Some day you 
will be big!’ 

“He was always very, very nice to the 
Baby because he knew how it felt to be the 
littlest one in the family.” 

Not as dainty as Krasilovsky’s Very Little 
Girl; not as subtle as Benton’s Little Brother 
No More. This is a simple, unsophisticated 
picture book that fills a practical need in 
many collections. The author and illustrator 
are next-door neighbors in Sarasota. 


ZIM, HERBERT and DODGE, NATT N. 
The Pacific Northwest: a Guide to the 
Evergreen Playground. 159 pp. Golden, 
1960. $2.50. (gr. 5-up) 

The latest in the series of “Golden Re- 
gional Guides” gives a concise compilation 
of information on parks, scenic routes, his- 
toric sites, Indians, plants, animals, fossils, 
rocks and minerals. Pocket size, with ex- 
cellent colored pictures, this is another pro- 
digious editing job to the credit of author- 
editor Zim. Florida author—Tavernier. 
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The Executive 
SECRETARY 


by FRED BRYANT 


The Clearwater convention at the Fort 
Harrison Hotel, March 31-April 2, was con- 
sidered a success by all who spoke to me 
about it. The registration was 375, and at 
the close of the convention, FLA attained 
its largest membership yet, 748 members. 
The pre-convention workshop sponsored by 
the Public Libraries Section and the School 
and Children’s Libraries Section was well at- 
tended and proved to be worthwhile. The 
regular convention meetings were better at- 
tended than ever before, which proved the 
program was well planned. The Friday eve- 
ning banquet, the first in several years, was 
enjoyed by all. Exhibitors and their wives 
were the guests of FLA at this function. The 
Combined Book Exhibit was bought, with 
no volumes left behind, which is a help to 
the FLA treasury. 


At Clearwater, the following people 
not give the city in which they live wh 
they registered. They cannot be added to ¢ 
membership roll nor to the mailing list 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES. If you know t 
please drop me a card with their 
Lallie Kain, Ben B. Lester, Verna Mow 
Patty Ann Preston, Helen E. York. 


The 1961 convention will be held A 
27-29, at the Carillon Hotel, Miami Beag 
Rates at the Carillon are $12.00 per 4 
double or single occupancy, with $4.00 
ditional for a third person in a room. Ne 
by hotels include the Bombay, with rates: 
$6.00 single and $8.00 double, and 
Archway Oceanic, with rates varying fré 
$10.00 per day for a studio apartment 
$20.00 for a two bedroom apartment. 

In 1962, FLA will go to Jacksonville 
meet at the George Washington Ho 
March 29-31. 

Convention dates for both 1961 and 19 
have been chosen so as not to conflict 
Easter, National Library Week or the Flo 
ida Education Association. 
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